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(54) METHOD FOR STABILIZING BENZIMIDAZOLE COMPOUNDS 



(57) The present invention provides a method for 
stabilizing an oral solid formulation containing a benz- 
imidazole-based compound or a physiologically accept- 
able salt thereof. That is, it provides a method for stabi- 
lizing a benzimidazole-based compound or a physiolog- 
ically acceptable salt thereof, comprising incorporating 



1) a crospovidone or a crospovidone and 2) sodium hy- 
droxide and/or potassium hydroxide to a benzimidazole- 
based compound or a physiologically acceptable salt 
thereof. 
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Description 

Technical Field 

5 [0001] The present invention relates to a method for stabilizing a pharmaceutical preparation of the solid dosage 
form for internal use containing a benzimidazole-based compound or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof. 

Prior Art 

10 [0002] A benzimidazole-based compound or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof has a strong inhibitory action 
on the so-called proton pump, and it is widely used as a therapeutic agent for stomach ulcer, duodenal ulcer etc., by 
inhibiting gastric acid secretion. On the other hand, the benzimidazole type compound is chemically very unstable, so 
various measures have been invented for pharmaceutical manufacturing thereof. For example, JP-A 62-277322 dis- 
closes a process for producing a stabilized pharmaceutical composition comprising a basic inorganic salt of magnesium 

is and/or calcium incorporated into a benzimidazole type compound, and JP-A 62-258320 discloses an oral pharmaceu- 
tical preparation prepared by incorporating an alkali compound into the portion of a core containing a benzimidazole 
type compound, then coating it with fillers for tablets soluble in water or rapidly degradable with water or with a polymeric 
and water-soluble film-forming compound, and further coating it with an enteric coating. 

[0003] However, the stability of such pharmaceutical preparations is still insufficient even by the prior art described 
20 above, so there is demand for further improvements. That is, the object of the invention is to provide a method for 
further stabilizing a pharmaceutical preparation of the solid dosage form for internal use comprising a benzimidazole- 
based compound, specifically, a method for preventing it from being colored. 
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Disclosure of the Invention 

[0004] The present invention is a method for stabilizing a benzimidazole-based compound or a physiologically ac- 
ceptable salt thereof, comprising incorporating a crospovidone to a benzimidazole-based compound represented by 
the following structure (Formula 1), or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof. 



Formula 1 



35 Het— S— CH2— Het 2 

[0005] In the formula 1 , Het 1 is 




Het2 is 




R 1 and R 2 are the same as or different from each other and are selected from hydrogen, methoxy and difluoromethoxy; 
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R 3 is selected from hydrogen and sodium; and R 4 , R 5 and R 6 are the same as or different from each other and are 
selected from hydrogen, methyl, methoxy, methoxypropoxy and trifluoroethoxy. 

[0006] Furthermore, the present invention is a method for stabilizing a benzimidazole-based compound or a physi- 
ologically acceptable salt thereof, comprising incorporating 1) a crospovidone and 2) sodium hydroxide and/or potas- 
5 sium hydroxide to a benzimidazole-based compound represented by Formula 1 or a physiologically acceptable salt 
thereof. 

[0007] Furthermore, the present invention is a method for stabilizing a benzimidazole-based compound or a physi- 
ologically acceptable salt thereof, comprising coating a core formed by incorporating a crospovidone or 1 ) crospovidone 
and 2) sodium hydroxide and/or potassium hydroxide to a benzimidazole-based compound represented by Formula 

10 1 or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof with an enteric coating. 

[0008] Further, the present invention provides a method for preventing a benzimidazole-based compound or a phys- 
iologically acceptable salt thereof from changing in color, which comprises incorporating a crospovidone to the benz- 
imidazole-based compound represented by the above Formula 1 or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof. 
[0009] In the present invention, a core means a tablet, a granule and the like. A benzimidazole-based compound is 

is extremely unstable in an acidic condition, and once taken orally it is decomposed rapidly upon contact with a gastric 
acid in a stomach, whereby losing its physiological activity. Accordingly, for the purpose of preventing a decomposition 
in a stomach, a formulation which is insoluble in the stomach, i.e., a formulation employing an enteric coating over a 
core containing a benzimidazole-based compound is required. 

[0010] The present invention is also a method for stabilizing a benzimidazole-based compound or a physiologically 
20 acceptable salt thereof, comprising coating a core formed by incorporating a crospovidone or 1) a crospovidone and 
2) sodium hydroxide and/or potassium hydroxide to a benzimidazole-based compound represented by Formula (I) or 
a physiologically acceptable salt thereof with an intermediate coating; and then coating it further with an enteric coating. 
[0011] An enteric coating is generally an acidic substance, whose direct contact with a benzimidazole-based com- 
pound is desired to be avoided. Accordingly, an inactive intermediate film may be provided between a core containing 
25 a benzimidazole-based compound and an enteric coating. The term "inactive" used herein means no adverse effect 
on the stability of a benzimidazole-based compound. 

[0012] A material for such inactive intermediate film may for example be a water-soluble polymer, water-soluble or 
water-dispersible material or a water-insoluble material including a crospovidone, hydroxypropyl cellulose, hydroxy- 
propylmethyl cellulose, lactose, mannitoi, starch, crystalline cellulose, ethyl cellulose and the like. When an intermediate 
so film is provided using a water-insoluble material as disclosed in JP-A 1 -290628, a microparticle of the water-insoluble 
material may be mixed with the film. 

[0013] The composition of an intermediate film according to the present invention particularly preferably contains a 
crospovidone or 1) a crospovidone and 2) hydroxypropyl cellulose and/or ethyl cellulose. In an intermediate film con- 
taining 1 ) a crospovidone and 2) hydroxypropyl cellulose and/or ethyl cellulose, the ratio of the hydroxypropyl cellulose 

35 and/or ethyl cellulose is preferably 0.1 to 1 part by weight based on 1 part of a crospovidone. 

[0014] A benzimidazole-based compound of the present invention or a physiologically acceptable salt may preferably 
be rabeprazole, omeprazole, pantoprazole, lansoprazole or their salts with sodium, potassium, magnesium and the 
like. A particularly excellent effect of the present invention is exerted when a benzimidazole-based compound repre- 
sented by Formula 1 or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof is rabeprazole or its sodium salt. 

40 [0015] The structure of each compound is shown in Formula 3. 
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Formula 3 




5 



H 



Rabeprazole 



10 




MeO 



15 



Omeprazole 



OSBfi 




OMc 



20 



Pantoprazole 




25 



Lansoprazole 



30 [0016] A benzimidazole-based compound or its physiologically acceptable salt is hereinafter referred to together as 
a benzimidazole-based compound. 

[0017] A benzimidazole-based compound of the present invention can be prepared by a method known. For example, 
it can be prepared by a method disclosed in any of JP-A 52-62275, JP-A 54-1 41 783 and JP-A 1 -6270 may be employed. 
[0018] The weight ratio of a crospovidone to a benzimidazole-based compound in the invention is preferably 0.5 to 
35 5 parts by weight to 1 part of the benzimidazole-based compound. 

[0019] While it is essential for a composition and/or a formulation containing a benzimidazole-based compound in 
the present invention to contain a crospovidone. Further, sodium hydroxide, potassium hydroxide and sodium carbonate 
may also be incorporated each alone or in combination with each other. 

[0020] The weight ratio of any of sodium hydroxide, potassium hydroxide and sodium carbonate to a benzimidazole- 
40 based compound is preferably 0.01 to 2 parts by weight to 1 part of the benzimidazole-based compound. 

[0021] A benzimidazole-based compound in a composition and/or a formulation supplemented with ordinary addi- 
tives is extremely unstable and susceptible to a decomposition under a heated and humid storage condition. Such 
decomposition is accompanied not only with an increase in the impurity levels but also with the change in color of the 
composition and/or a formulation especially when a benzimidazole-based compound is incorporated. 
45 [0022] The present invention is a method for preventing the change in color of a benzimidazole-based compound or 
its physiologically acceptable salt in a composition and/or a formulation formed by incorporating a crospovidone or 1) 
crospovidone and 2) sodium hydroxide and/or potassium hydroxide to the benzimidazole-based compound. A term 
"formulation" used herein means a formulation obtained by coating a core formed by incorporating a crospovidone or 
1 ) a crospovidone and 2) sodium hydroxide and/or potassium hydroxide to a benzimidazole-based compound with an 
so enteric coating or with an intermediate coating which is subsequently coated further with an enteric coating. 

[0023] A method for stabilizing a benzimidazole-based compound according to the invention is a method exerting 
an extremely remarkable effect not only in ensuring the constant content of a benzimidazole-based compound and in 
reducing the amounts of impurities produced but also in suppressing any change in color. 

[0024] In preparing a formulation using a composition obtained by incorporating a crospovidone or 1 ) a crospovidone 
55 and 2) sodium hydroxide and/or potassium hydroxide to a benzimidazole-based compound according to the present 
invention, ordinarily employed excipients such as lactose and mannitol may be employed. It is preferred to use hydrox- 
ypropyl cellulose as a binder and a crospovidone as a disintegrant. 

[0025] A crospovidone employed usually as a disintegrant is known to undergo, when being divided finely, a reduction 
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in the disintegrating or swelling ability it possessed naturally. Crospovidone having a small particle diameter after being 
divided finely and/or sieved is used in the present invention as a stabilizer for a benzimidazole-based compound, and 
can be used in an amount exceeding the amount when added just as an ordinary disintegrant (10% or less). The 
average particle diameter of a finely-divided and/or sieved crospovidone is preferably several urn to 50p.m. 
5 [0026] Accordingly, in a composition or a formulation according to the present Invention, it is preferred to use as a 
crospovidone a finely-divided crospovidone having an average particle diameter of several \xm to 50 pm. It is a matter 
of course that a finely-divided crospovidone or an ordinary crospovidone are employed in combination. 
[0027] A composition or a formulation according to the present invention can be produced by a method employed 
usually. 

10 [0028] Thus, a benzimidazole-based compound is incorporated with a crospovidone or 1) a crospovidone and 2) 
sodium hydroxide and/or potassium hydroxide, and then combined with an excipient and then subjected to a dry or 
wet granulation and then compressed into a tablet optionally with an added disintegrant such as a crospovidone. It is 
needless to say that it is not limited to this procedure. 

[0029] Typically, 10g of sodium rabeprazole which Is a benzimidazole-based compound, 20g of a crospovidone, 
*5 42.7g of mannitol and 1 .5g of hydroxypropyl cellulose were mixed and then sodium hydroxide and/or potassium hy- 
droxide dissolved or dispersed in ethanol was added in portions to effect a granulation, followed by drying and sieving 
with a speed mill (1 6 mesh size). The mixture is combined with 0.8g of magnesium stearate and then compacted into 
a 75mg tablet containing 1 0mg of rabeprazole sodium. 

[0030] Onto the tablet thus obtained, an ethanol solution of hydroxypropyl cellulose in which a crospovidone is dis- 
20 persed was sprayed using a f luidized bed or a pan coater to form an intermediate film, onto which an ethanol solution 
or a hydrated ethanol solution of hydroxypropylmethyl cellulose phthalate or an enteric methacrylic acid copolymer to 
form an enteric coated tablet having an intermediate film. 

[0031] According to the present invention, a method for stabilizing a benzimidazole-based compound which is ex- 
tremely unstable can be provided. Effect of the present Invention will be described. 

25 

Experiments 

Effect of crospovidone in tablet 

30 [0032] The tablets having various crospovidone contents obtained in Examples 1 to 3 described below were stored 
for one week in a cold place and also at 40°C and 75% relative humidity (with being opened). 
[0033] At the same time, a tablet containing no crospovidone was stored as a control for one week as Comparative 
Example 2. 

[0034] Each formulation thus stored was evaluated based on the color difference ( A E), measured by a color difference 
35 meter (Model SE-200, NIPPON DENSHOKU KOGYO), as an index of the change in the color coordinate (value (L), 
hue (a), chroma (b)) observed when stored at 40°C and 75% relative humidity (with being opened) when compared 
with the control which was stored in the cold place. A larger color difference ( A E) reflects a larger coloring of a sample 
stored at 40°C and 75% relative humidity when compared with a control stored in the cold place. The values of the 
color difference ( A E) of each Example are shown in Table 1 . 

40 



Table 1 



Formulation 


Control Example 1 


Example 1 


Example 2 


Example 3 


sodium rabeprazole 


20.0 


20.0 


20.0 


20.0 


mannitol 


125.4 


105.4 


85.4 


65.4 


crospovidone 




20.0 


40.0 


60.0 


sodium hydroxide 


3.0 


3.0 


3.0 


3.0 


magnesium stearate 


1.6 


1.6 


1.6 


1.6 


(sub-total) 


150.0 


150.0 


150.0 


150.0 












preparation property 










color difference (AE) 


40.93 


23.75 


16.18 


14.38 


Unit:mg 



[0035] Since the color difference ( A E) of a sample stored at 40°C and 75% relative humidity (with being opened) and 
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the change in color of the formulation were both reduced in response to the increase in the amount of the crospovidone 
added, it became evident that, in the present invention, the crospovidone had an inhibitory effect on the change in 
color of a benzimidazole-based compound or its physiologically acceptable salt. 

5 Effect of sodium hydroxide in tablet 

[0036] The tablets having various sodium hydroxide contents obtained in Examples 2 and 4 to 5 described below 
were stored for one week in a cold place and also at 40°C and 75% relative humidity (with being opened). At the same 
time, a tablet containing sodium carbonate was stored as a control 2 for one week. 

10 [0037] Each formulation thus stored was evaluated in the manner similar to that described above based on the color 
difference ( A E) of a sample stored at 40°C and 75% relative humidity (with being opened) when compared with the 
control which was stored in the cold place. A disintegration test of samples stored in a cold place and at 40°C and 75% 
relative humidity (with being opened) was also performed according to Japanese Pharmacopoeia. In addition, a high 
performance liquid chromatography was employed to determine the level (%) of impurities derived from the decompo- 

15 sition of rabeprazole in a tablet stored at 40°C and 75% relative humidity (with being opened). The results are shown 
in Table 2. 



Table 2 



Formulation 


Example 2 


Example 4 


Example 5 


Control Example 2 


sodium rabeprazole 


20.0 


20.0 


20.0 


20.0 


mannitol 


85.4 


84.8 


84.4 


75.4 


crospovidone 


40.0 


40.0 


40.0 


40.0 


sodium hydroxide 




0.6 


1.0 




anhydrous sodium carbonate 








10.0 


hydroxypropyl cellulose 


3.0 


3.0 


3.0 


3.0 


magnesium stearate 


1.6 


1.6 


1.6 


1.6 


(sub-total) 


150.0 


150.0 


150.0 


150.0 












preparation property 










color difference (AE) 


16.18 


17.45 


17.88 


17.27 


disintegration time (min) stored in a cold place 


5.8-6.2 


3.6-4.1 


3.7-4.0 


7.3-8.1 


stored at 


8.1-10.1 


4.0-5.1 


5.5-6.1 


22.8-24.0 


40°C and 75% relative humidity (with being opened) 










HPLC-measured impurities (%) stored at 


2.99 


2.38 


2.31 


1.96 


40°C and 75% relative humidity (with being opened) 










Unitimg 



[0038] While the color difference ( A E) of a crospovidone-supplemented sample stored at 40°C and 75% relative 
humidity (with being opened) exhibited no substantial change in response to the change in the amount of sodium 
hydroxide added, the level (%) of the HPLC-measured impurities in a sample stored at 40°C and 75% relative humidity 
(with being opened) was reduced in response to the increase in the amount of sodium hydroxide added. Therefore, in 
the present invention, it is evident that sodium hydroxide has an effectiveness in stabilizing a benzimidazole-based 
compound or its physiologically acceptable salt. 

[0039] The addition of sodium carbonate also exhibited a stabilizing effect on the color difference ( A E) and the HPLC- 
measured impurity level (%) of a sample stored at 40°C and 75% relative humidity (with being opened). 
[0040] On the other hand, the disintegration time of a sodium hydroxide-supplemented sample stored at 40°C and 
75% relative humidity (with being opened) exhibited no change when compared with a sample stored in a cold place, 
while a sodium carbonate-supplemented sample exhibited a substantially prolonged disintegration time. 
[0041] It was evident that the stabilizing effect of an additive added together with a crospovidone was higher in a 
sodium hydroxide-supplemented formulation than in a sodium carbonate-supplemented formulation. 
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Example 

[0042] The present invention is described in more detail by referring to the following Examples, which are not intended 
to restrict the invention. 

5 

Examples 1 to 3 

[0043] 1 Part by weight of a benzimidazole-based compound was combined with 1 part by weight (Example 1), 2 
parts by weight (Example 2) or 3 parts by weight (Example 3) of a crospovidone to formulate a tablet. 
10 [0044] Thus, 20g of rabeprazole sodium was admixed with 20 to 60g of a crospovidone, 65.4 to 1 05.4g of mannitol 
and 3g of hydroxypropyl cellulose and then ethanol was added portionwise to effect a wet granulation with stirring. The 
granule was dried and grained, and then 1 .6g of magnesium stearate was dusted in, and the mixture was then com- 
pacted into tablets each of which weighed 150mg and contained 20mg of rabeprazole sodium. Each formulation is 
shown in Table 1 . 

15 

Examples 4 to 5 

[0045] 1 part by weight of a benzimidazole-based compound was combined with 0.03 parts by weight (Example 4) 
or 0.05 parts by weight (Example 5) of sodium hydroxide to formulate a tablet. 
20 [0046] Thus, 20g of rabeprazole sodium was admixed with 0.6 to 1 .0g of sodium hydroxide, 40g of a crospovidone, 
84.4 to 84.8g of mannitol and 3g of hydroxypropyl cellulose and then 0.6 to 1.0g of sodium hydroxide dissolved in 
ethanol was added portionwise to effect a wet granulation with stirring. The granule was dried and grained, and then 
1 .6g of magnesium stearate was dusted in, and the mixture was then compacted into tablets each of which weighed 
150mg and contained 20mg of rabeprazole sodium. Each formulation is shown in Table 2. 

25 

Example 6 

[0047] A tablet obtained in Example 5 was coated with an ethanol solution containing a crospovidone and hydroxy- 
propyl cellulose using a fluidized bet granulator to obtain a tablet having 15mg of an intermediate film. Subsequently, 
30 onto the intermediate film-coated tablet, a hydrated ethanol solution containing hydroxypropyl methylcellulose phtha- 
late, monoglyceride, talc, titanium oxide, iron oxide red and magnesium stearate was sprayed using a fluidized bed 
granulator, whereby yielding tablets each of which was coated with 15mg of an enteric coating, weighed 180mg and 
contained 20mg of rabeprazole sodium. 

[0048] A tablet obtained in Example 6 was packed in a PTP package (bottom sealed with aluminum foil) and stored 
35 In a cold place and at 40°C and 75% relative humidity (with being opened) for one week, and no difference in the 
HPLC-measured impurity level was noted between the two storage conditions, indicating a stability. 

Example 7 

40 [0049] A half amount of the formulation of Example 5 was compacted into tablets each of which weighed 75mg and 
contained 10mg of rabeprazole sodium. Onto this tablet, an ethanol solution containing a crospovidone and hydroxy- 
propyl cellulose was coated using a pan coaterto obtain a tablet covered with 1 0mg of an intermediate film. Onto this 
intermediate film-coated tablet, a hydrated ethanol solution containing hydroxypropyl methylcellupose phthalate, 
monoglyceride, talc, titanium oxide, iron oxide yellow and magnesium stearate was sprayed using a pan coater, where- 

4 $ by yielding tablets each of which was coated with 1 0mg of an enteric coating, contained 1 0mg of rabeprazole sodium 
and weighed 95 mg. 

[0050] A tablet obtained in Example 7 was packed in a PTP package and stored in a cold place and at 40°C and 
75% relative humidity (with being opened) for one week, and no difference in the HPLC-measured impurity level was 
noted between the two storage conditions, indicating a stability. 

50 

Example 8 

[0051] A half amount of the formulation of Example 5 was compacted into tablets each of which weighed 75mg and 
contained 10mg of rabeprazole sodium. Onto this tablet, an ethanol solution containing a crospovidone and ethyl 
55 cellulose was coated using a fluidized bed granulator to obtain a tablet covered with 3mg of an intermediate film. Onto 
this intermediate film-coated tablet, a hydrated ethanol solution containing hydroxypropyl methylcellulose phthalate, 
monoglyceride, talc, titanium oxide and magnesium stearate was sprayed using a fluidized bed granulator, whereby 
yielding tablets each of which was coated with 1 0mg of an enteric coating, contained 1 0mg of rabeprazole sodium and 
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weighed 90mg. 

[0052] A tablet obtained in Example 8 was packed in a PTP package and stored in a cold place and at 40°C and 
75% relative humidity (with being opened) for one week, and no difference in the HPLC-measured impurity level was 
noted between the two storage conditions, indicating a stability. 

Claims 

1 . A method for stabilizing a benzimidazole-based compound or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof, comprising 
incorporating a crospovidone to a benzimidazole-based compound represented by the following Formula 1 , or a 
physiologically acceptable salt thereof. 

Formula 1 
O 

Heti— S— CH2— Het 2 

In the formula 1, Het 1 is 



Het 2 is 




R 1 and R 2 are the same as or different from each other and are selected from hydrogen, methoxy and difluor- 
omethoxy; R 3 is selected from hydrogen and sodium; and R 4 , R 5 and R 6 are the same as or different from each 
other and are selected from hydrogen, methyl, methoxy, methoxypropoxy and trifluoroethoxy. 

2. A method for stabilizing a benzimidazole-based compound or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof, which 
comprises incorporating 1) a crospovidone and 2) at least one selected from sodium hydroxide and potassium 
hydroxide, to a benzimidazole-based compound represented by Formula 1 or a physiologically acceptable salt 
thereof. 

3. A method for stabilizing a benzimidazole-based compound or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof, comprising 
coating a core formed by incorporating a crospovidone or 1 ) crospovidone and 2) at least one selected from sodium 
hydroxide and potassium hydroxide, to a benzimidazole-based compound represented by Formula 1 or a physi- 
ologically acceptable salt thereof with an enteric coating. 

4. A method for stabilizing a benzimidazole-based compound or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof, comprising 
coating a core formed by incorporating a crospovidone or 1) a crospovidone and 2) at least one selected from 
sodium hydroxide and potassium hydroxide, to a benzimidazole-based compound represented by Formula 1 or a 
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physiologically acceptable salt thereof with an intermediate coating; and then coating it further with an enteric 
coating. 

The method for stabilizing according to any of Claims 1 to 4, wherein a benzimidazole-based compound or a 
physiologically acceptable salt thereof and a crospovidone are incorporated with each other in a weight ratio of 
0.5 to 5 part by weight to 1 part by weight of the benzimidazole-based compound or a physiologically acceptable 
salt thereof. 

The method for stabilizing according to any of Claims 1 to 5, wherein the benzimidazole-based compound or a 
physiologically acceptable salt thereof is rabeprazole, omeprazole, pantoprazole, lansoprazole or a physiologically 
acceptable salt thereof. 

The method for stabilizing according to any of Claims 1 to 6, in which the method for stabilizing is a method for 
preventing a benzimidazole-based compound or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof from being colored. 

A method for preventing a benzimidazole-based compound or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof from chang- 
ing in color, which comprises incorporating a crospovidone to the benzimidazole-based compound as claimed in 
Claim 1 or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof. 
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